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Sl\oFRi{e is once ajain Froue\ fo join wiH\ our customers
in ce'ekrajfion 01; Blacl( Hisjror\tj MonH\, wl\icl\ Lonors H\e,
l\e,rijfaje, ano\ Jrrao\ijrions otr H\e, Awfrican Ame,rican communijf\tj.
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Jou ma\lj noJr Lnow akoujr. \'\owe,ve,r, H)Q,\\j a” )sl\are, an
unre,le,nhnj sPiriJr H\a{ cl\anﬂed our counJrrj $ l\is{or\tj 1ror

fhe better
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o\iscove,r even more online, a\mujr H\e, accomrlisl\menjfs of

H\&S& L&YO&S, ancl a WL\OIL |0Jf more,!
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\/our \?rie.ncls ajf Sl\oFRier,




Pqu jour Fricle, on AisFla\tj.
Heroes aren’t everyday people. They’re extraordinary

individuals who often make great sacrifices so that

others may benefit from their efforts and achievements.

In honor of Black History Month, we’ve put together
a very special visual guide of African American heroes
who've made significant contributions to our nation’s
growth. We hope everyone will discover something
new from this educational piece.

We sincerely trust that this booklet will provide people
of all ages and ethnic backgrounds with a great deal of
fascinating information and one more creative way in
which we can all learn, live and grow together.

The heroes highlighted here represent names you
may recognize, and some you may not, but they
all have something important in common—what
they accomplished had a positive impact on our
great country. It's a celebration of the impressive
accomplishments African Americans have made in
the past and continue to make today.
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En+ e,rJr ainers

Since. African Americans
{‘irsjr came *o H\e, American
continent, H\e,j have raised
the level of talent in
vir‘ruaHJ every form of art.
This includes movies, theater,
song. clance,—an\ljjrl\inj that
re,quire,s a cre,aJrive, minc\ an&
a Passiona’re heart. Sure,
you P“\’“"'J know lots of
}oclaj’s African American

e,njre,rjraine,rs. Bu+ wl\ajr ak)ou{
H\e,se, names 1Crom + l\e, F"‘S+?

0
Louis Armsjfronj \ ’_I.'

African American
Jazz Musician, 1920s—1960s

Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong was
considered by many to be the greatest

jazz musician of all time. Mr. Armstrong
found comfort in playing the cornet at age
12. In 1919, he left New Orleans, played

on riverboats, and eventually ended up

in Chicago, where he helped to introduce
the unique New Orleans style of jazz to an
audience of Northerners. For the next three
decades, he toured extensively, bringing his
fresh brand of jazz to music lovers across
America and Europe. He’s perhaps best
known to modern audiences for his chart-
topping hit “Hello, Dolly!” from 1964.

HaHie, McDanie,l

First African American
Oscar® Winner, 1940

For her portrayal of “Mammy” in

the classic film Gone with the Wind,
Hattie McDaniel was the first African
American actress to win an Academy
Award, in 1940. She was the winner in
the Best Supporting Actress category.
During her lifetime, Ms. McDaniel
acted on stage, television and in more
than 300 movies. She was also a
comedian, singer-songwriter and radio

performer. In fact, Ms. McDaniel was
the first African American woman to

be heard over the American airwaves.
While she’ll always be known for

her role as “Mammy,” she’ll also be
remembered for her outspoken nature,
her cheerful personality, and her
wonderful and distinctive laugh.



World Leaders ~ ey

In H\e, Fasjr, A{\rican First African American U.S. Secretary
Ame,ricans l\acl Jro {‘IjH' Jro of State, 2001

Colin Powell was the first African American

to serve as U.S. Secretary of State. Prior to

Win H\e,ir 1Cre,e,clom. To&a\tj,

this, he served in the U.S. Army. During
his military career, Mr. Powell rose to the
highest command one can achieve in the
U.S. Armed Forces: Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff (JCS). As the first African
American to serve on the JCS,
General Powell was the senior
U.S. military commander
during the Persian Gulf War.

A1Crican Ame,ricans serve
as lanaLe,rs, je,ne,rals,
am%ass«z&ors, Fre,sicle,n+s,
and so mucl\ more..
ﬂ\roujl\ H\e,ir juiclance,,
clire,chon ancl wisclom,
mi“ions of l\e,arjfs an&

mincls l\ave, \)e,e,n inﬂuencu{

&’J H\e, WOYAS ancl achions ojr‘
A{‘rican Ame,rican |e,a<le,rs (‘JarOI MOS%I%\lj Braun

First and Only African American
Woman Elected to the U.S. Senate, 1992

in H\is counjrr\tj. : .an& arouncl

HW’ WOYH. Ms. Braun’s political career began when
she was elected to the Illinois House of
Representatives in 1978. Ms. Braun’s
election also marked the first time a
woman was elected by lllinois, and
the second time an African American
person was elected as a Democrat to
the U.S. Senate. She lost her
re-election bid in 1998, but then
served as U.S. Ambassador to New
Zealand and Samoa. She currently works
as a business consultant, and is founder and

president of an organic foods company.




AH\I@JR'S Tack Johnson

[oratcelsre H\e.m T, First African American World
J Heavyweight Boxing Champion, 1908
Orjanilul CONPQ'J”J“VQ' They called him the “Galveston Giant.”

They also called him “Champ” after he
SFoYl’S in H‘e' um{u‘ S{'a{'e,s, knocked out Tommy Burns in 1908.
That's when Jack Johnson became the
first African American World Heavyweight
Boxing Champion. He held the title for six
years. Over the course of his career,
Mr. Johnson fought an astounding
123 fights, winning 77 of them (48 by
knockout). Tragically, Mr. Johnson died
in an automobile accident in 1946, at the

African Ame,ricans were
s|ow|\tj cl\anjinj H\e, jame,
wl\e,n iJr came Jro aJrHe,Jricism,

ComFeHion anJ winninj.

Aml wke’n o anize,cl kaseha”, age.of68. He will be rer.nemberefi as a
j boxing legend and was inducted into the
{\oojf\)a“ anA \)asl(ejf‘oa“ | International Boxing Hall of Fame in 1990.

c\icl come inJro e.xisjre,nce,,
A{\rican Americans
macle, a clhq\e,re,nce,

\;J Fe,rse,ve,rinj
an& ove,rcominj H\e Aljcg, C,oacl\man

cliscriminahon H“'\‘j {\ace,cl First African American Woman

Jr k: Olympic Gold Medal Winner, 1948
\tje,ars aqo To ecome

At the 1948 Olympic Games in London,

cl\amFionS \)OH\ p England, Alice Coachman was the first
: _ African American woman to win an
H\e,n ancl now. £ | |40 Olympic gold medal. She won the high

jump competition in the first round
of the finals, setting a record of 5 feet
6% inches. King George VI personally
awarded her with a gold medal for her
victory. Ms. Coachman returned to

1948 Olympic gold medal photo courtesy of: . .

RN TEY ) America and received a hero’s welcome.

SRS T A Years later, she created an organization
to help proven amateur athletes achieve
their full potential: The Alice Coachman

Just snap this QR code Track and Field Foundation. And in
with your smartphone to

learn more about Black
History Month, or visit
www.ShopRite.com/

1996, Ms. Coachman was named one
of the 100 greatest Olympic athletes in
BlackHistory. history at the Atlanta Olympic Games.




(wion “(m\lj” Blmfor&, ]r.

SCI6n+ISJfS First African American in
Space, 1983

AS as+ronau+s, Dr. Bluford was the first
African American in space in
OP{'ochfriS{'S, Fkysicish 1983 aboard the space shuttle
Challenger and went on to fly in space
an(l Fl\\\jsicians, three more times. Before becoming
A\C } A ) / . an astronaut in 1979, Dr. Bluford
rican Americans s | graduated from Penn State University

l\ I cl ' in 1964 as a distinguished Air Force

o onj R ROTC graduate. He attended pilot

training at Williams Air Force Base,
Arizona, and received his pilot wings
in January 1966, proceeding to fly 144
combat missions, 65 of which were
over North Vietnam. Dr. Bluford left
NASA and the Air Force in 1993 to
work in the aerospace industry.

enormous
conjrri%u{ions fo
the advancement
o‘F science. Eacl\
day, peaple of
color are e,xtalorinj
new worlds, from H\e, very

small o the very large,
g Dr. Pajfricia Ba”\

Jr I First African American
e Q'SCOFQ‘S' a"‘l even Woman Doctor to Obtain
a Patent in Medicine, 1988

H\roujl\ microscofns,

S{'&H\OS(‘,O P&S 2 TL&J)Y&

Dr. Bath was the first African American

maLinj \;re,alﬁjrl\roujl\s in woman doctor to patent a medical
invention. Dr. Bath’s patent was for

Vir{'ua”j e,ve,rj Scie,ni'i{‘ic a method to remove cataract lenses
using a laser device, called the Cataract

‘Fiblt‘l Jou can imajinc Laserphaco Probe, which made the

' procedure more accurate. Having noticed
Q'W'rj 9'"3'** Aa\‘,- that African Americans experience
a high incidence of blindness,
she decided to help them gain
better access to proper eye care.
Inspired by Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s

service to lepers in the Congo, Dr. Bath
has made fighting blindness her life’s work.



Authors

For hundreds of Year's,
Mrican American
authors have used the
pover of Hhe pen fo
create some of the
most influential works
of literature ever Fu+
on paper. This includes
Fromine,njr noVe,|iers.
Fla\ljwrin'S, Foe,Jrs,
screenwrifers and
more ”\&J've \)roujH
the unique African
American experience
fothe printed poge
and left readers

WanJr inj more..

H\i“is \'\”\eajfle,j %

First African American Woman
Whose Poetry Was Published, 1767

The first African American poet, the first
African American woman whose writings
were published, and the third woman in
the United States to publish a book of
poems, Phillis Wheatley published her first
poem in 1767. She earned fame with the
publication of Poems on Various Subjects,
Religious and Moral, in 1773. She was freed
from slavery that same year. Ms. Wheatley
went on to meet with and be praised by
many social and political leaders at home
and abroad, including George Washington,
Voltaire and the Lord Mayor of London.

Alain Locl(e,

First African American Rhodes Scholar,
1907; Helped Engineer Harlem
Renaissance of the 1920s and 1930s

Known as the “Father of the Harlem
Renaissance,” Alain Locke was the first
African American Rhodes Scholar (recipient
of a prestigious international scholarship
to study at Oxford University in England)
in 1907. Mr. Locke encouraged African
American artists, writers and musicians to
look to Africa for inspiration. One of
his best-known works was The New
Negro, a collection of writings by
African Americans, which rejected
past stereotypes and embraced
black pride. Mr. Locke also encouraged the
entire American community to recognize
and respect African Americans and their
contributions.




InVQ;anOYS H\omaS L ]e,nninjs

A{rlcan Ame,rlcan mve,njrors First African American to Obtain

a Patent, 1821

kave Cl\anj&t‘.l H\& \Na\lj H\&

Thomas L. Jennings was the first
African American believed to have
) ) obtained a patent, in 1821. Mr. Jennings
H\a+ l\ave, macle, M‘e’ a HHQ’ was a free rian who operated a dry :
cleaning business in New York City.
He was awarded his first patent for
“\roujl\ou{' Ame,rican his dry scouring metho.d, which
improved the dry cleaning process.
Mr. Jennings freed his family from
slavery and supported the abolitionist
o‘F (‘,o|oY l\ave, fr-— . cause using a lot of the money he
earned from his patent. Mr. Jennings’

WOYH WOTLS wiH\ innoVaJrions
\)&H'&Y ‘FOT nbaT'\lj Q;V&onne,,
l\isjrorj, FeoPIe,

mce’ive’& R Al patent was very controversial at the

. time, but he was able to gain exclusive
Pa{‘gn‘l’gl i rights to his invention because of his

' status as a free man.

Promojrions and
praise for creating

or imFrovinj e,ve,r\th\inj from
brain travel to tediles to El 'J al\ MCC/OJ

almost “"\‘j”‘i"j that fouches Obtained First Patent, of More
Than 50, for the Lubricating Cup

LUl A“il\‘j lives. on Railroad Engines, 1872

An inventor and engineer, Mr. McCoy
was notable for his more than 50 U.S.
patents, most to do with the lubrication
of steam engines. Prior to the 1870s,
trains had to be stopped frequently so
they could be oiled by hand to prevent
them from overheating. So Mr. McCoy
created a device called the lubricating
cup, which kept steam engines
lubricated while they were in motion.
This made railroads much more
efficient. In 1872, Mr. McCoy obtained

a patent for his lubricating cup. It was
the most profitable of all his patents.



Awfriwn American Heroe,s

Want to learn about more heroes who’ve made a real difference and
changed the course of history?

Just go to www.ShopRite.com/BlackHistory, where you'll find a world
of educational information regarding heroic figures who helped shape
our nation.

For more information on Black History Month and the accomplishments
of African American heroes, here are some helpful online resources
to visit:

www.biography.com/people/groups/black-history
www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov
www.history.com/topics/black-history-month
www.pbs.org/parents/special /blackhistory.html

sports.espn.go.com/espn/feature/index?page=blackhistory
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Your home for great reward

Just snap this QR code with your smartphone
to learn more about Black History Month, or
visit www.ShopRite.com/BlackHistory.



LOUIS ARMSTRONG g >

Considered by many to be =

the greatest jazz musician of all

time. Best known to audiences for his
chart-topping hit "Hello, Dolly!" from 1964.

PHILLIS WHEATLEY

First African American woman whose poem
was published, in 1767, and the third woman in
the United States to publish a book of poems.
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COLIN POWELL

First African American to serve as U.S. Secretary
of State, 2001. He was also the first African
American to serve on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

" HATTIE McDANIEL -

First African Arnerican actress to win an Academy
Award, in 1940. She won Best Supporting Actress for

b | “M " in Gone with the Wind.
er role as “Mammy” in i ! ALAIN LOCKE

First African American Rhodes Scholar, 1507.
Known as the “Father of the Harlem Renaissance.”
A One of his best-known works was The New Negro,
T Z08 acollection of writings by African Americans. -

First African American woran to win an Blymp‘ic
gold medal, at the 1948 Olympic Games in Londor
England. She won the high jump competition.

ELIJAH McCOY e ' = Bl CAROL MOSELEY BRAUN
| First and only African American woman elected to

the U.S. Senate, 1992, She later served as U.S.
Ambassador to New Zealand and Samoa.

Inventor and engineer, Mr. McCoy was notable for his
THOMAS L. JENNINGS more than 50 U.S. patents. Obtained his first patent
Believed to have been the first African American for the lubricating cup on railroad engines in 1872. ot SRR
to obtain a patent, in 1821, for dry cleaning. He st African American World Heavyweight Boxing Champion,
used a lot of the money he earned from his in '[93-3 Over the course of his career, Mr. Johnson fﬂught an
patent to support the ﬂbﬂ“’jﬂn of slavery. - astounding 123 fights, winning 77 « ﬁi’them (48 by knockout).




